
FADSS 
This issue of the FADSS Business Partner news-

letter marks the middle point of the 2017-18 

FADSS Upper Tier Business Partnership year. 

FADSS is fortunate to partner with so many 

great education-related companies that share 

our passion for public education and meeting 

the educational needs of Florida students. 

We had great attendance at FADSS 2018  

Winter Leadership Conference — both from 

superintendents and business partners. The 

discussion around the topics of mental health 

and Social Emotional Learning (SEL) in Florida 

public schools is very timely.  
 

Please make the time to read the informative 

articles in this newsletter and feel free to 

reach out directly to our business partners for 

more information.   

                        — Bill Montford, FADSS CEO    
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New Report Examines Key Predictors of 

Community College Student Success 
 
 

Now more than ever, a college education is vital for economic independence and 
upward mobility. According to Georgetown’s Center on Education and the Work-
force, 99 percent of all jobs created since the Great Recession have gone to those 
with education beyond the high school level (Carnevale, Jayasundera, and Gulish 
2016). As the economy continues to recover and diversify, it is clear that more and 
more individuals will need education and training beyond the high school level. 
 
The American Council on Education’s (ACE) Center for Policy Research and Strategy 
(CPRS), with support from Hobsons, released the second report in a series of four, 
exploring outcomes for recent high school graduates who begin their postsecond-
ary education in a community college using data from the Education Longitudinal 
Study of 2002. 
 
The new report, Identifying Predictors of Credential Completion Among Beginning 
Community College Students, explores the relationships between credential/degree 
completion and student demographics, academic preparation, educational aspira-
tions, enrollment decisions, and college experiences.  
 
Some of the key findings include: 
 Earning a strong college GPA and completing more credits in the first year of col-

lege were the strongest overall predictors of postsecondary credential comple-
tion.  

 Students who enrolled in community college within three months of graduating 
from high school were nearly 11 percent more likely to earn a credential than stu-
dents who delayed their enrollment. 

 Both enrolling in an out-of-state community college or enrolling part-time signifi-
cantly lowered the probability of earning a postsecondary credential.  

 Students who enrolled part-time at any point in their career were nearly 12 per-
cent less likely to complete a certificate or degree than students who enrolled 
exclusively full-time. 

https://www.hobsons.com/resources/entry/press-new-report-explores-key-predictors-of-community-college-student-succe
https://www.hobsons.com/resources/entry/white-paper-identifying-predictors-of-credential-completion-among-beginning
https://www.hobsons.com/resources/entry/white-paper-identifying-predictors-of-credential-completion-among-beginning
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PSAT/NMSQT Score Release Provides Students and Educators 

with Tools and Learning Opportunities 
 

In October, more than 4 million students took the PSAT/NMSQT. When students and educators 

get test results in December, they get much more than a score – they get an invitation to produc-

tive practice and a connection to distinct benefits and opportunities to support students’ journey 

to college.   

 

The PSAT/NMSQT reflects what students are learning in the classroom, measures the skills and 

knowledge necessary for postsecondary success, and is an important step toward college. The 

PSAT/NMSQT is great practice for the SAT because both tests have the same question types and 

formats. Students who take the PSAT/NMSQT score higher, on average, on the SAT than those 

who do not. 
 

Students and educators can use the scores to see areas where students are thriving, and areas 

where they need additional support. PSAT/NMSQT scores are on the same scale as SAT scores, 

making it easy to track student progress over time. 
 

After taking the PSAT/NSMQT, students can link their College Board account to Official SAT Prac-

tice on Khan Academy (satpractice.org) and use their score to get a free personalized SAT study 

plan focusing on the areas where they need the most work. These free study tools help students 

prepare for test day and support classroom instruction. Official SAT Practice features thousands 

of interactive questions with instant feedback; video lessons that walk students through how to 

solve a problem step by step; eight full-length practice tests; test-taking tips and strategies; and 

a practice schedule based on the student’s upcoming test date.  
 

The PSAT/NMSQT is the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program, an academic 

competition for recognition and scholarships. The College Board’s scholarship and recognition 

partners, including the Hispanic Scholarship Fund, Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, and United Ne-

gro College Fund, provide over $180 million annually to qualified, low-income and minority stu-

dents based on PSAT/NMSQT scores.  
 

Students’ PSAT/NMSQT scores can also help indicate their potential to succeed in challenging 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses. Students and educators can review their PSAT/NMSQT score 

report together to discuss which AP courses they showed the potential for and which are 

offered at their school. AP Potential helps schools ensure that no student is overlooked and en-

courages more students to challenge themselves with college-level coursework. Students who 

succeed on AP Exams can save money on tuition and are more likely to graduate on time.  

 

PSAT/NMSQT scores can help students stay on track for college.  

Learn more at psat.org.  
 

https://www.khanacademy.org/sat?utm_source=napsnewsletter&utm_medium=cb418-comms&utm_campaign=naps
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scholarships-and-recognition/scholarship-partners-programs
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scholarships-and-recognition/scholarship-partners-programs
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10?excmpid=oc261-st-02-naps
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FADSS  2015 Spring Associate Partners 

 

FADSS  2017-18 Gold Partners 

FADSS  2017-18 Silver Partners 

http://www.neola.com/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www8.hp.com/us/en/solutions/education/featuredproducts.html
http://www.fsbd.com/
http://www.vmware.com/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.kellyeducationalstaffing.us/
http://www.imaginelearning.com/
http://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
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